WHAT IS CLAIMED IS : 

1. Ab image formation apparatus connected to at least one 
other imag^e formation apparatus such that data communications 
can be executed between the two image formation apparatus 
apparatuses, s^id image formation apparatus comprising: 

a readingVinit which reads an image of a document; 

a printing unit which prints the read image of a document; 

and 

a controller whj^ch executes a link copy mode in which the 



10 read image is transferred to said other image formation 

ff% \ 

ivs: apparatus for sharing the\print^ng of the read image with the 

iJ local image formation apparatus jand said other image formation 

= apparatus , 

wherein the operations /Ln^he link copy mode are inhibited 
15 when the link copy mode and^a fur^tion non-executable in said 
local image formation apparatus or\said other image formation 
apparatus is selected. 

2. The image formation apparatus acdprding to the claim 1, 
20 wherein the functions include a staple runction, 



3. The image formation apparatus according to the claim 1, 
wherein said image formation apparatus is connected to said 
other image formation apparatus peer to peer.) 

25 
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4. AnNimage foinnation apparatus connected to at least one 
other imagev formation apparatus such that data communications 
can be executed between the two image formation apparatus 
apparatuses, said image formation apparatus comprising: 
a reading unit which reads an image of a document ; 
a printing urW.t which prints an image; and 
a communication, unit which notifies said other image 
formation apparatus of \f un^ction available in the local image 
formation apparatus , 



wherein an image oi£ 



document read by and transferred 



from said other image f^irmation apparatus is printed in said 
local image formation apparati 



a?. 



5, The image formation apparatus according to the claim 4, 
15 wherein the functions include a stajple function. 

6. The image formation apparatus accqrding to the claim 4, 
wherein said image formation apparatus i^ connected to said 
other image formation apparatus peer to pe^r. 

20 
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7 . An image formation system having a link copy mode in which, 
of a plurality of image f oriiiation apparatuses connected to each 
other for enabling data commtanications , an image formation 
apparatus functioning as a masterNnachine reads an image of a 
document to be copied, the read image i^transf erred to at least 
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one other image formation apparatus functioning as a slave 
machine, ami printing of the read image is shared by said master 
machine andNsaid slave machine, 

whereinX said slave machine reports the functions 
available in sard slave machine to said master machine, and said 
master machine inkibits the operation in the link copy mode when 
the link copy mode\nd a non-executable function in said master 
machine or said slave machine is selected, 

8. The image formation system according to the claim 7, 
wherein the functions Miclude a staple function. 

9. The image formationX system according to the claim 7, 
wherein said master machine\is connected to the salve device 
peer to peer. 

10. An image formation apparatus connected to at least one 

\ 

other image formation apparatus such that data communications 
can be executed between the two y.mage formation apparatus 
apparatuses, said image formation apparatus comprising: 

a reading unit which reads an Vmage of a document; 

a printing unit which prints the r^ad image of a document; 

a display unit which displays keys\used for selecting a 
function; and 

a controller which executes a link co^y mode in which the 
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read \ image is transferred to said other image formation 
apparatus for sharing the printing of the read image with the 
local imJage formation apparatus and said other image formation 
apparatus \ 

wherein if the link copy mode in said local image 
formation apparatus or said other image formation apparatus is 
selected, thenXa key for selecting the non-executable function 
is not displayed on said display unit. 



10 11. The image formation apparatus according to the claim 10, 
wherein the functions include a staple function. 



12. The image formation apparatus according to the claim 10, 



fU wherein said image formation apparatus is connected to said 

15 other image formation apEfaratus peer to peer. 



13 . An image formation sys Aem having a link copy mode in which , 
of a plurality of image formation apparatuses connected to each 
other for enabling data communications, an image formation 

t\r 

document to be copied, the read ima^e is transferred to at least 
one other image formation apparatus functioning as a slave 

iJ 



20 apparatus functioning as a master machine reads an image of a 



machine, and printing of the read image is shared by said master 
machine and said slave machine, 
25 wherein said slave machine reports the functions 
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available in said slave machine to said master machine, and said 
master machine does not display a key used for selecting a 
non-executXble function when the link copy mode in said master 
machine or sas^^^d^^ machine is selected. 

14. The image formation system according to the claim 13, 
wherein the function>s include a staple function. 

15. The image formatioh system according to the claim 13, 
wherein said master machin^ is connected to the salve device 
peer to peer . 



16. An image formation apparatus connected to at least one 
other image formation apparatus such that data communications 
can be executed bb^tween the two image formation apparatus 
apparatuses, said image formation apparatus comprising: 
a reading unit whj^ch reads an image of a document ; 
a printing unit which^rip'te the read image of a document ; 
a display unit which d^_st>^^ys key used for selecting a 
function; and 

a controller which executes a j^ink copy mode in which the 
read image is transferred to said o<ther image formation 
apparatus for sharing the printing of the xead image with the 
local image formation apparatus and said otheis;^^ image formation 
apparatus , 



wherein if the link copy mode in said local image 
formation apparatus or said other image formation apparatus is 
selected, the\i a display indicating that the key for selecting 
the non- executable function is invalid is provided on said 
display unit . 

17. The image forAiation apparatus according to the claim 16, 
wherein the functions include a staple function. 



18. The image formation apparatus according to the claim 16, 
wherein said image formamon apparatus is connected to said 



other image formation apparatus peer to peer. 



19 



An image formation sys 



tern having a link copy mode in which , 
of a plurality of image f orm ation apparatuses connected to each 
other for enabling data communications, an image formation 

\ 

apparatus functioning as a masten machine reads an image of a 
document to be copied, the read image is transferred to at least 
one other image formation apparati^ functioning as a slave 
machine, and printing of the read image is shared by said master 
machine and said slave machine, 

wherein said slave machine reports the functions 
available in said slave machine to said master machine, and if 
the link copy mode in said master machine orvsaid slave machine 
is selected, then said master machine provides a display 




indicating that the key for selecting the non-executable 
function is i^^ivalid . 

20. The image forn?ati/?n| system according to the claim 19, 
wherein the functions iii'GJkide a staple function. 
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21. The image formation system* according to the claim 19, 
wherein said master machine is connected to the salve device 
peer to peer. 

22- An \rnage formation apparatus connected to at least one 
other image formation apparatus such that data communications 
can be executed between the two image formation apparatus 
apparatuses, saiov image formation apparatus comprising: 

a reading unit, which reads an image of a document ; 

a printing unit which prints the read image of a document; 

and 

a controller which ex^ecutes a link copy mode in which the 
read image is transferred \to said other image formation 
apparatus for sharing the prin\ing of the read image with the 
local image formation apparatus a't^d said other image formation 
apparatus , 

wherein a mode for executing non-executable in said 
local image formation apparatus or saidxother image formation 
apparatus is cancelled when the link copy\mode in said local 
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image N^ormation apparatus or said other image formation 
apparatus is selected . 



I 1^ 



23. The image formation apparatus according to the claim 22, 
5 wherein the fXinctions include a staple function . 
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24. The image formation apparatus according to the claim 22, 
wherein said image\ formation apparatus is connected to said 
other image formation apparatus peer to peer. 

25 . An image format ioiivsystem having a link copy mode in which, 
of a plurality of image formation apparatuses connected to each 
other for enabling data cc^mmunications , an image formation 
apparatus functioning as a master machine reads an image of a 
document to be copied, the readXimage is transferred to at least 
one other image formation apparatus functioning as a slave 
machine, and printing of the read image is shared by said master 
machine and said slave machine, 

wherein said slave machine \ reports the functions 
available in said slave machine to said master machine , and said 



v 
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master machine cancels a mode for executing a non-executable 
in said master machine or said slave machine when the link copy 
mode in said master machine or said slave machine is selected. 



25 
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26. The image formation system according to the claim 25, 
wherein the functions include a staple function. 

27. The image foWation system according to the claim 25, 
wherein said master rmachine is connected to the salve device 
peer to peer. 
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28. An \mage formation apparatus connected to at least one 
other imageNcormation apparatus such that data communications 
can be executed between the two image formation apparatus 
apparatuses, said image formation apparatus comprising: 

a reading unist which reads an image of a document ; 

a printing unit w^ich prints the read image of a document; 

and 



a controller which e 
read image is transferrecL 



:%s a link copy mode in which the 
said other image formation 
apparatus for sharing the pfrin-bing of the read image with the 
local image formation apparatus an^ said other image formation 
apparatus , 

wherein the operations in the link copy mode are inhibited 
when the link copy mode and the power \pf said other image 
formation apparatus is OFF. 
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29. The image formation apparatus according to the claim 28, 
wherein said image formation apparatus is connected to said 
other image\ formation apparatus peer to peer. 



in 



.3 a. 



5 30. An imageXf ormation apparatus connected to at least one 
other image formation apparatus such that data communications 
can be executed between the two' image formation apparatus 
apparatuses, said Image formation apparatus comprising: 
a reading unitV which reads an image of a document ; 
10 a printing unit\ which prints an image; and 

a reporting unitVwhich reports an ON/OFF state of the 
local image formation apparatus to said other image formation 
apparatus , 

wherein an image ojq q yocument read by and transferred 
15 from said other image foima-oion apparatus is printed in said 
local image formation apparatus . 



31. The image formation apparatus according to the claim 30, 
wherein said image formation apparatus is connected to said 
20 other image formation apparatus peer to peer. 
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32 . An image formation system having a link copy mode in which, 
of a plurality of image formation appararoases connected to each 
other for enabling data communications A an image formation 
apparatus functioning as a master machine Veads an image of a 
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dd^s^ument to be copied, the read image is transferred to at least 
one ot;her image formation apparatus functioning as a slave 
machine ,\^nd printing of the read image is shared by said master 
machine and\ said slave machine, 

wherein^said slave machine notifies an ON/OFF state of 
said slave machir^e to said master machine, and the said master 
machine inhibits th^^ opel-ation in' the link copy mode when the 
link copy mode is seledt^ti^^rid the power of said slave machine 
is OFF. 
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33. The image formation system according to the claim 32, 
wherein said master machine is connected to the salve device 
peer to peer. 
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34. An a^age formation apparatus connected to at least one 
other image ffeannation apparatus such that data communications 
can be executea\between the two image formation apparatus 
apparatuses, said xmage formation apparatus comprising: 
a reading unit^hich reads an image of a document ; 
a printing unit which prints the read image of a document ; 

and 

a link copy mode in whictKthe read image is transferred 
to said other image formation apparatus for sharing the printing 
of the read image with the local imag^\f ormation apparatus and 
said other image formation apparatus, 
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whei?ein if the link copy mode is selected and said other 
image formation apparatus is not in the state where data 
communication^ can be executed, then the link copy operation 
is inhibited. 



35. The image foliation apparatus according to the claim 34, 
wherein said image formation apparatus is connected to said 
other image formatio^ apparatus peer to peer. 



36- An image formation apparatus connected to at least one 
other image formation apparatus such that data communications 
can be executed between r^he two image formation apparatus 
apparatuses, said image formation apparatus comprising: 
a reading unit which rdads an image of a document 
a printing unit which pirints an image; and 
a reporting unit which reports to said other image 
formation apparatus whether data communications can be executed 
from the local image formation apparatus to said other image 
formation apparatus, 

wherein an image of a document tead by and transferred 
from said other image formation apparalsus is printed in said 
local image formation apparatus. 



• 



37. TAe image formation apparatus according to the claim 36, 
wherein sVid image formation apparatus is connected to said 
other images, formation apparatus peer to peer. 

38 . An image fyprmation system having a link copy mode in which, 
of a plurality ofumage formation apparatuses connected to each 
other for enabling data communications, an image formation 
apparatus functioning as a master machine reads an image of a 
document to be copied, Vthe read image is transferred to at least 
one other image formatoLon apparatus functioning as a slave 
machine, and printing of the read image is shared by said master 
machine and said slave nu 
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wherein said slave machine reports to said master machine 
whether data communicationsXcan be executed from said slave 
machine to said slave machine, \and said master machine inhibits 
the operation in the link copy mode when the link copy mode is 
selected and said slave machine\-s not in data communications 
executable state. 




39. The image formation system according to the claim 38 



wherein said slave machine periodically transmits a 



communication connection confirmation signal indicating 
whether connection has been established \d said master machine, 
and said master machine receives the communication connection 
confirmation signal and determines whethe\ said slave machine 
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is ready for conununication . 




40. The inrage formation system according to the claim 38, 
wherein said ma^ster machine is connected to the salve device 
peer to peer. 

41. An linage formation apparatus connected to at least one 
other image formation apparatus such that data communications 
can be executed between the two image formation apparatus 
apparatuses, sa^d image formation apparatus comprising: 



\ 



a reading unit which reads an image of a document ; 
a printing unM: which prints the read image of a document; 



and 



a controller which executes a link copy mode in which the 
read image is transferred to said other image formation 
apparatus for sharing the printing of the read image with the 
local image formation apparatus and said other image formation 
apparatus , \ ^ 

wherein the operations^ in the link copy mode are inhibited 
when the link copy mode is seleci^ed and a communication error 
occurs with said other image formation apparatus. 



42. The image formation apparatus according to the claim 41, 
wherein said image formation apparatusX is connected to said 
other image formation apparatus peer toV©^^* 
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43. AnVlmage formation apparatus connected to at least one 
other imag^ fojrmation apparatus such that data communications 
can be executed between the two image formation apparatus 
apparatuses , ^aid image formation apparatus comprising: 

a readingVunit which reads an image of a document; 

a printing \unit which prints an image; and 

a reporting \ unit which reports to said other image 
formation apparatus qf a communication error state in said local 
image formation apparatus, 

wherein an image <^f a document read by and transferred 
from said other image foranation apparatus is printed in said 



local image formation app 

CO 




44. The image formation aproararus according to the claim 43, 
15 wherein said image formation apparatus is connected to said 
other image formation apparatus \peer to peer. 



45 . An image formation system having a link copy mode in which , 
of a plurality of image formation apparatuses connected to each 

20 other for enabling data communications^, an image formation 
apparatus functioning as a master machines reads an image of a 
document to be copied, the read image is trarvsf erred to at least 
one other image formation apparatus funct^ning as a slave 
machine, and printing of the read image is shared by said master 

25 machine and said slave machine, 
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whenein said slave machine reports to said master machine 
whether a communication error has occurred in said slave machine , 



\ 



and said master machine inhibits the operation in the link copy 
mode when the link copy mode is selected and said slave machine 
5 reports that a c't)mmunication error has occurred . 



46. The image foismation system' according to the claim 45, 
wherein said master njachine is connected to the salve device 
peer to peer. 




47. An image formation apparatus connected to at least one 

'A 

other image formation apparatus such that data communications 
can be executed between tfiev.\t:wo image formation apparatus 



apparatuses , said image f o 
a reading unit whicl;]) 



rmation apparatus comprising : 
rea^ an image of a document ; 



a printing unit which prints Yhe read image of a document; 



and 



a controller which executes a link copy mode in which the 

v 

read image is transferred to said Y>ther image formation 
apparatus for sharing the printing of the read image with the 
local image formation apparatus and said oNfher image formation 
apparatus , 

wherein the selection of the link copy taode is inhibited 
when the power of said other image formation apparatus is OFF. 



25 
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48. The\ image formation apparatus according to the claim 47, 
wherein sa5,d image formation apparatus is connected to said 
other image ^oirmation apparatus peer to peer. 
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49 . An image formation system having a link copy mode in which , 
of a plurality of image formation apparatuses connected to each 
other for enabling \ data communications, an image formation 
apparatus functioning as a master machine reads an image of a 
document to be copied, T:he read image is transferred to at least 
one other image formatJion apparatus functioning as a slave 
machine, and printing of the read image is shared by said master 
machine and said slave machine. 



wherein said slave mackjjflte reports an ON/OFF state of said 

. e Asachine , 
l^kV^op 



slave machine to said slave 
inhibits selection of the 
slave machine is OFF. 



and said master machine 
dpy mode when the power of said 



50. The image formation system \according to the claim 49, 
wherein said master machine is connected to the salve device 
20 peer to peer. 
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51. An image formation apparatus connected to at least one 
other image formation apparatus such thaV data communications 
can be executed between the two image formation apparatus 
apparatuses, said image formation apparatus comprising: 
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a reading unit which reads an image of a document ; 
a printing unit which prints the read image; and 
a controller which executes a link copy mode in which the 
read image is transferred to said other image formation 
apparatus for sharing, the printing of the read image with the 
local image formation apparatus and said other image formation 
apparatus , 

wherein the selectiori V>fy the link copy mode is inhibited 
when said other image f orma\/ionSapparatus is not in a state where 
data communication can be executed. 



52. The image formation apparatus according to the claim 51, 
wherein said image formation apparatu^ is connected to said 
other image formation apparatus peer toy peer. 

53 . An intake formation system having a link copy mode in which, 
of a plurality of image formation apparatuses connected to each 
other for enabling data communications, an image formation 
apparatus f unctioningvas a master machine reads an image of a 
document to be copied, thfe read image is transferred to at least 




one other image formation apparatus functioning as a slave 
machine, and printing of the reaii image is shared by said master 
machine and said slave machine, 

wherein said slave machine reporbs^to said master machine 
whether data communications can be execiited from said slave 



machir\e to said master machine , and said master machine inhibits 
selection of the link copy mode when said slave machine is not 
in a stateX where data communication can be executed. 



a. 1 



10 



3 • H 

CO 



54. The image\ formation system according to the claim 53, 
wherein said slave machine periodically transmits a 
communication connection confirmation signal indicating 



\ 



whether connection has been established to said master machine, 
and said master machine receives the communication connection 
confirmation signal and de^rmines whether said slave machine 
is ready for communication. 

55. The image formation system \according to the claim 53, 
wherein said master machine is connected to the salve device 

15 peer to peer , 

56, An image ^formation apparatus connected to at least one 
other image formatrpn apparatus such that data communications 
can be executed between the two image formation apparatus 

20 apparatuses, said image^ormation apparatus comprising: 
a reading unit which i^es^^ an image of a document ; 
a printing unit which ppf^^xhis the read image; and 
a controller which execijtes a xink copy mode in which the 
read image is transferred to said \)ther image formation 
25 apparatus for sharing the printing of the\read image with the 
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local image formation apparatus and said other image formation 
apparatus A 

wherein the selection of the link copy mode is inhibited 

\ 

when a commundbpation error occurs in said other image formation 
apparatus . 



57, The image formation apparatus according to the claim 56, 
wherein said image formation apparatus is connected to said 
other image formatio^ apparatus peer to peer. 

58 . An image f ormationXsystem having a link copy mode in which, 
of a plurality of image f orma-Dopn apparatuses connected to each 
other for enabling data cofnitYnications , an image formation 
apparatus functioning as ^ mkster machine reads an image of a 
15 document to be copied, the readVimage is transferred to at least 
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one other image formation apparatus functioning as a slave 
machine, and printing of the readVmage is. shared by said master 
machine and said slave machine, 

wherein said slave machine repoVts to said master machine 
20 that a communication error has occurrexi in said slave machine, 
and said master machine inhibits select^n of the link copy mode 

\ 

when a communication error occurs in sas-d slave machine. 
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59. The\ image formation system according to the claim 58, 
wherein sard master machine is connected to the salve device 
peer to peer i 
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60. An image formation apparatus connected to at least one 
other image forma>tion apparatus such that data communications 
can be executed bWween the two image formation apparatus 
apparatuses, said iit^age formation apparatus comprising: 

a reading unit^^^^ich reads an image of a document; 

a printing unit wh^ich prints the read image of a document; 

and 

a controller which e^ecVites a link copy mode in which the 
read image is transf erred ^Jfs-o said other image formation 
apparatus for sharing the\E 



ajje 



>riL4ting of the read image with the 
local image formation appa^atT\s and said other image formation 
apparatus , 

wherein the operations in the link copy mode are inhibited 
when said other image formation apparatus is in the supply end 
state . 

61. The image formation apparatus according to the claim 60, 
wherein said image formation apparatus is connected to said 
other image formation apparatus peer t\ peer. 
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62. An linage formation apparatus connected to at least one 
other imageNf ormation apparatus such that data communications 
can be executed between the two image formation apparatus 
apparatuses, sai^d image formation apparatus comprising: 

a reading unit which reads an image of a document; 

a printing unit which prints an image; 

a reporting unit which reports to said other image 
formation apparatus of\ a supply state in said local image 
formation apparatus , 

wherein an image of Na document read by and transferred 
from said other image formation apparatus is printed in said 
local image formation apparaN 




63. The image formation apppraizus according to the claim 62, 
wherein said reporting unit reports the supply state in said 
local image formation apparatus toXsaid other image formation 
apparatus when the supply state in said local image formation 
apparatus changes , 




64. The image formation apparatus according to the claim 62, 
wherein said image formation apparatus isV connected to said 
other image formation apparatus peer to peer. 



65 . An linage formation system having a link copy mode in which , 
of a plural±\ty of image formation apparatuses connected to each 
other for enabling data communications, an image formation 
apparatus functioning as a master machine reads an image of a 
document to be cop3,ed, the read image is transferred to at least 

\ 

one other image formation apparatus functioning as a slave 
machine, and printing ht the read image is shared by said master 
machine and said slaveN^achine , 

wherein said slave n^achine reports to said master machine 

\ 

of the supply state in saj^^ slave machine, and said master 
machine inhibits the operatioh in the link copy mode when said 



slave machine is in the suppl^i 



tate- 




66. The image formation system According to the claim 65, 
wherein said master machine is .^on\^cted to the salve device 
peer to peer. 

67. An image formation apparatus connected to at least one 
other image formation apparatus such that\data communications 
can be executed between the two image formation apparatus 
apparatuses, said image formation apparatus^ comprising : 

a reading unit which reads an image of \ a document ; 
a printing unit which prints the read image\of a document; 

and 

a controller which executes a link copy mode In which the 
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read image is transferred to said other image formation 
apparatus for sharing the printing of the read image with the 
local image\f ormation apparatus and said other image formation 
apparatus , 

wherein the operations in the link copy mode are inhibited 
when a print engine error occurs in said other image formation 
apparatus . 



68. The image formation apparatus according to the claim 67, 
wherein said image foraiation apparatus is connected to said 
other image formation apparatus peer to peer. 



69. An image formation apparatus connected to at least one 
other image formation appara :\LS^such that data communications 

t^i^ two image formation apparatus 
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can be executed between 

apparatuses, said image formatidn apparatus comprising 

V 

a reading unit which reads an image of a document; 

a printing unit which prints \an image; and 

a reporting unit which reports to said other image 
formation apparatus of a print engine sta^te in said local image 
formation apparatus , 

wherein an image of a document read by and transferred 
from said other image formation apparatus i^^ printed in said 
local image formation apparatus. 



70. Tlie image formation apparatus according to the claim 69, 
wherein skxd reporting unit reports the print engine state to 
said other in\age formation apparatus when the print engine state 
in said local Nimage formation apparatus changes. 

\ 

71. The image formation apparatus according to the claim 69, 
wherein said image formation apparatus is connected to said 
other image formationX apparatus peer to peer. 



7 2 . An image formation system having a link copy mode in which, 
of a plurality of image f ormatior^^pparatuses connected to each 




other for enabling data conununications , an image formation 



apparatus functioning as a itiast^'^machine reads an image of a 
document to be copied, the read im^ge is transferred to at least 
one other image formation apparatus functioning as a slave 

a \ 

machine, and printing of the Tread image is shared by said master 
machine and said slave machine, 

wherein said salve machine report^ to said master machine 
of print engine state in said slave marine, and said master 

\ 

machine inhibits the link copy operation when a print engine 
error occurs in said slave machine. 



73- The image formation system according toXthe claim 72, 
wherein said master machine is connected to theXsalve device 
peer to peer. \ 



74. An xmage formation apparatus connected to at least one 
other image formation apparatus such that data communications 
can be executed between the two image formation apparatus 
apparatuses, sax^image formation apparatus comprising: 

a reading unit which reads an image of a document ; 

\ 

a printing unitXwhich prints the read image of a docximent ; 



and 



\ 



a controller which, executes a link copy mode in which the 
read image is transferried to said other image formation 
apparatus for sharing the printing of the read image with the 
local image formation apparatus and said other image formation 
apparatus , 

wherein the operations in\ ttie link copy mode are inhibited 



when said other image formation 
than the normal copy screenf. 



paratus display a screen other 



75. The image formation apparatus^ according to the claim 74, 
wherein said image formation apparatus is connected to said 
other image formation apparatus peerXto peer. 



76. An image formation apparatus connected to at least one 
other image formation apparatus such thatXdata communications 
can be executed between the two image formation apparatus 
apparatuses, said image formation apparatusX comprising : 
a reading unit which reads an image of\a document; 



a pirinting unit which prints an image; and 
a reporting unit which reports to said other image 
formation apparatus of a screen display state in said local 
image formationX apparatus , 

wherein an image of a document read by and transferred 



rna^ 



from said other ima^e formation apparatus is printed in said 

\ 
\ 

local image f ormatioh apparatus . ' 



77. The image formation apparatus according to the claim 76, 
wherein said reporting uirit reports the screen display state 
in said local image formamon apparatus to said other image 
formation apparatus when the screen display state in said local 
image formation apparatus chaijgel 



78. The image formation appejat^us according to the claim 76, 
wherein said image formation apparatus is connected to said 
other image formation apparatus peer to peer. 



79 . An image formation system having e^link copy mode in which , 
of a plurality of image formation apparatruses connected to each 
other for enabling data communications A an image formation 
apparatus functioning as a master machine reads an image of a 
document to be copied, the read image is transferred to at least 
one other image formation apparatus functioning as a slave 
machine, and printing of the read image is shared by said master 
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machine and said slave machine, 

wherein said slave machine reports to said master machine 
of a screen^ display state in said slave machine, and said master 
machine inh:^pits the operation in the link copy mode when said 
slave machine^ displays a state other than the normal copy 
screen . 
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80, The image foimiation system according to the claim 79, 
wherein said master machine is connected to the salve device 
10 peer to peer . 
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20 



other image formation a 




81. An image formatid^ apparatus connected to at least one 

aratus 



such that data communications 



can be executed between the^ two image formation apparatus 
apparatuses, said image formation apparatus comprising: 

a reading unit which rea^s an image of a document ; 

a printing unit which printsythe read image of a document; 

and 



a controller which executes a link copy mode in which the 

\ 

read image is transferred to said\ other image formation 
apparatus for sharing the printing of the read image with the 
local image formation apparatus and said\other image formation 
apparatus , 

wherein the operations in the link copV mode are inhibited 
25 when said other image formation apparatus is printing an image, 
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82. The image formation apparatus according to the claim 81, 
wherein said image formation apparatus is connected to said 
other image;^ formation apparatus peer to peer. 



10 



ry 



15 



ation apparatus such that data communications 



83. An image\ format ion apparatus connected to at least one 
other image 

can be executed between the two' image formation apparatus 
apparatuses, said\mage formation apparatus comprising: 

a reading unit Which reads an image of a docximent ; 

a printing unit which prints an image; and 

a reporting unit \which reports to said other image 
formation apparatus of an operatdiTig state of a print engine in 
said local image formation Naoparatus , 

wherein an image of a qpcumjent read by and transferred 



from said other image format£Lon apparatus is printed in said 
local image formation apparatusV 



84- The image formation apparatusXaccording to the claim 83, 
wherein said reporting unit reports \the operating state of a 
20 print engine to said other image formation apparatus when the 
operating state of a print engine in said\local image formation 
apparatus changes. 



25 



174 



85. Ttie image formation apparatus according to the claim 83, 
wherein said image formation apparatus is connected to said 
other imageX format ion apparatus peer to peer. 
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86 . An image formation system having a link copy mode in which, 
of a plurality of Vmage formation apparatuses connected to each 
other for enabling data communications , an image formation 
apparatus function^g as a master machine reads an image of a 
document to be copied\ the read image is transferred to at least 
one other image formation apparatus functioning as a slave 
machine, and printing of yihe read image is shared by said master 
machine and said slave machine, 

wherein said slave matihine reports to said master machine 



of an operating state of a print 



15 and said master machine inhibits 



J. 



engine in said slave machine, 
the operation in the link copy 



mode when said slave macl^tie ^s^ printing an image. 



87. The image formation system according to the claim 86, 

is cokr 



wherein said master machine 
20 peer to peer. 



inected to the salve device 



88. An image formation apparatus connected to at least one 
other image formation apparatus such that data communications 
can be executed between the two image \f ormation apparatus 
25 apparatuses, said image formation apparatus comprising: 
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a reading unit which reads an image of a document ; 
a printing unit which prints read image of a document; 



and 



a controller which executes a link copy mode in which the 
read image is transferred to said other image formation 
apparatus for shading the printing of the read image with the 
local image formation apparatus and said other image formation 
apparatus , 

wherein the selection of the link copy mode is inhibited 
when said other image formation apparatus is in the supply end 
state. 



89. The image formatidn' apparatus according to the claim 88, 
wherein said image forme 



pfn appaVc 

t V 

lationX ai 



__ apparatus is connected to said 
other image formation apparatus peer to peer. 
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An image formation system having a link copy mode in which. 



ppc 



25 



of a plurality of image formation apparatuses connected to each 
other for enabling data communica^ons , an image formation 
apparatus functioning as a master machine reads an image of a 
document to be copied, the read image isVransf erred to at least 
one other image formation apparatus functioning as a slave 
machine, and printing of the read image is snared by said master 
machine and said slave machine, 

wherein said slave machine reports to saUd master machine 
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of a supply state in said slave machine, and said master machine 
inhibi'Ds. selection of the link copy mode when said slave machine 
is in they supply end state. 



91. The image formation system according to the claim 90, 
wherein said mkster machine is connected to the salve device 



peer to peer. 



\ 



mkt 



92. An image formation apparatus connected to at least one 

\ 

other image f ormation\apparatus such that data communications 

\ 

can be executed betwefen the two image formation apparatus 
apparatuses, said image \fio mat ion apparatus comprising: 

lisk^eads an image of a document; 



a reading unit whi< 



and 



pri 



a printing unit whicaji prints the read image of a document; 



a controller which executes a link copy mode in which the 
read image is transferred to \said other image formation 
apparatus for sharing the printing of the read image with the 
local image formation apparatus and^aid other image formation 



\ 



apparatus , 



wherein selection of the link copy^ mode is inhibited when 

\ 

a print engine error occurs in said o^fher image formation 
apparatus . 



93. The image formation apparatus according to the claim 92, 



wherein said image formation apparatus is connected to said 
other imageX formation apparatus peer to peer. 



94 . An image formation system having a link copy mode in which, 
of a plurality of Vmage f oarmation apparatuses connected to each 
other for enabling^ data communications , an image f oirmation 
apparatus functioning as a master machine reads an image of a 
document to be copied, \the read image is transferred to at least 
one other image formatrion apparatus functioning as a slave 
machine, and printing of\he read image is shared by said master 
machine and said slave machine, 

\ 

wherein said slave machine reports to said master machine 



of a print engine state in saii 
machine inhibits selection of 
engine error occurs in said \s 



sJAave machine, and said master 
link copy mode when a print 
Lave machine . 



95. The image formation system according to the claim 94, 
wherein said master machine is connected to the salve device 
peer to peer. 

96. An image formation apparatus connected to at least one 
other image formation apparatus such that ^data communications 
can be executed between the two image formation apparatus 
apparatuses, said image formation apparatus^ comprising: 
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a reading unit which reads an image of a document; 
a printing unit which prints the read image of a docioment; 

and 

a controlNLer which executes a link copy mode in which the 
read image is transferred to said other image formation 
apparatus for sha:]^ng the printing of the read image with the 
local image formation apparatus and said other image formation 
apparatus , \ 



wherein selection of the link copy mode is inhibited when 

:rWen . 



said other image formation apparatus displays a screen other 



than the normal copy sere 




97- The image formation apparatus according to the claim 96, 
wherein said image formation apparatus is connected to said 

V ^ 

ditX 



other image formation app 



racus peer to peer, 



98 - An image f oarmation system having a link copy mode in which, 
of a plurality of image f ormation\apparatuses connected to each 
other for enabling data communications, an image formation 
apparatus functioning as a master machine reads an image of a 
document to be copied, the read image\is transferred to at least 
one other image formation apparatus\ functioning as a slave 
machine, and printing of the read image U-S shared by said master 
machine and said slave machine, 

wherein said slave machine reports to said master machine 



of a screen clisplay state in said slave machine, and said master 
machine inhibits selection of the link copy mode when said slave 
machine displaysva screen other than the normal copy screen. 



99. The image formation system according to the claim 98, 
wherein said master machine is connected to the salve device 
peer to peer. 



100. An image formation apjparatus connected to at least one 

.t\as siich 



other image formation apparatu 
can be executed between the 
apparatuses, said image forma 
a reading unit which re 




that data communications 
image formation apparatus 
pparatus comprising : 
image of a document; 



a printing unit which prints the read image of a document; 



and 



a controller which executes a linJc copy mode in which the 
read image is transferred to said o\ther image formation 
apparatus for sharing the printing of the read image with the 
local image formation apparatus and said o\her image formation 
apparatus , 

wherein selection of the link copy mode is inhibited when 
said other image formation apparatus is printing an image, 
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101 . The i^^mage formation apparatus according to the claim 100, 
wherein said, image formation apparatus is connected to said 
other image formation apparatus peer to peer. 
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102 . An image formation system having a link copy mode in which, 
of a plurality of ima^e formation apparatuses connected to each 
other for enabling d^a communications, an image formation 



apparatus functioning as a master machine reads an image of a 
document to be copied, theVead image is transferred to at least 
one other image formation \apparatus functioning as a slave 
machine, and printing of the read image is shared by said master 
machine and said slave machine, 

wherein said slave machine repotts to said master machine 
of an operating in said slave maclp^e'r^and said master machine 
inhibits selection of the link cppy\mode when said slave machine 
is printing an image . 



103. The image formation system according to the claim 102, 
wherein said master machine is connec^^ed to the salve device 
20 peer to peer. 




25 



104. An image formation apparatus connected to at least one 
other image formation apparatus such that data communications 
can be executed between the two image formation apparatus 
apparatuses, said image formation apparatus Y;omprising : 
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a reading unit which reads an image of a document ; 
a printing unit which prints the read image; and 
a controller which executes a link copy mode in which the 
read image is \transferred to said other image formation 
5 apparatus for sharing the printing of the read image with the 
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local image f ormatic^n apparatus and said other image formation 
apparatus , 

wherein the link bopy mode is automatically executed when 
the number of copies of the dp^ument to be printed is more than 
a specified nximber. 



further comprises a displa; 




105. The image formation apparatus according to the claim 104, 



on which a message indicating 



execution of the link copy mode xs displayed when the link copy 
mode is automatically executed. 

106. The image formation apparatus According to the claim 104, 
wherein the link copy mode is cancelea when the link copy mode 
is automatically executed and the printing Job is finished. 

107- The image formation apparatus according to the claim 104, 
wherein said image formation apparatus isXconnected to said 
other image formation apparatus peer to peet- 
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108 . An Mnage formation system having a link copy mode in which , 
of a plurali\;ty of image formation apparatuses connected to each 
other for en>abling data communications, an image formation 
apparatus functioning as a master machine reads an image of a 



one other image formation apparatus functioning as a slave 



document to be copied, the read image is transferred to at least 

machine, and print\ig of the read image is shared by said master 

5lk\ _ 
naWtc 



machine and said slave machine, 

wherein said master machine automatically executes the 



link copy mode when theXnumber of copies of the document to be 
printed is more than a specif iLed number . 




109. The image formatioi|j ^si:em according to the claim 108, 

Ine hks a\dj 



wherein said master machine 



indicating execution of t 



0 



Lisplay unit on which a message 



le mnk copy mode is displayed when 



the link copy mode is automatically executed 



110. The image formation systemX according to the claim 108, 
wherein said master machine cancels, the link copy mode when the 
link copy mode is automatically execiited and the printing job 
is finished. 



111. The image formation system according to the claim 108, 
wherein said master machine is connected to the salve device 



peer to peer. . 



183 



?l 3 



10 



15 



20 



112. An in^ge formation apparatus connected to at least one 
other image formation apparatus such that data communications 
can be execute^ between the two image formation apparatus 
apparatuses, sai^c^ image formation apparatus comprising: 
a reading unit which reads an image of a document ; 



a printing unitvwhich prints the read image of a document; 



and 



a controller which executes a link copy mode in which the 
read image is transferred to said other image formation 
apparatus for sharing the printing of the read image with the 
local image formation appara^u^ and said other image formation 
apparatus , 




wherein the link copy m:ode is automatically executed when 

a number of documents is more than a specified number of shee.ts. 

J \ 

113. The image formation apparatus according to the claim 112, 
further comprises a display unit on which a message indicating 
execution of the link copy mode is displayed when the link copy 
mode is automatically executed. 

114. The image formation apparatus accor^ding to the claim 112, 
wherein the link copy mode is canceled wheh the link copy mode 
is automatically executed and the printing job is finished. 
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115. The\mage formation apparatus according to the claim 112, 
wherein said image formation apparatus is connected to said 
other image formation apparatus peer to peer. 



116 . An image formation system having a link copy mode in which, 

im^c 



of a plurality of image formation apparatuses connected to each 
other for enabling data communications, an image formation 
apparatus functioning \as a master machine reads an image of a 



document to be copied, tne read image is transferred to at least 
one other image formation apparatus functioning as a slave 
machine, and printing of the read image is shared by said master 
machine and said slave machine, 

v 

wherein said master machine automatically executed the 
link copy mode when the number of 4^eets of the document is more 
than a specified. 




117. The image formation system\ according to the claim 116, 
wherein said master machine has a display unit on which a message 
indicating execution of the link c^py mode is displayed when 
the link copy mode is automatically \executed. 



118. The image formation system according to the claim 116, 
wherein said master machine cancels the lAnk copy mode when the 



link copy mode is automatically executed and the printing job 
is finished. 
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119. The image formation system according to the claim 116, 
wherein said\master machine is connected to the salve device 
peer to peer. 
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5 120. An image fortnation apparatus connected to at least one 
other image formation apparatus such that data communications 
can be executed between the two' image formation apparatus 
apparatuses, said imag^ formation apparatus comprising: 
a reading unit wh\^ reads an image of a document; 
a printing unit which prints the read image of a document; 
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and 

a controller which executes^ link copy mode in which the 
read image is transferred to7 said other image formation 
apparatus for sharing the print: 
local image formation apparatus 



apparatus , 



j\ng\^f the read image with .the 
and said other image formation 



wherein a total number of requd.red copies is calculated 
based on the number of sheets of the document and the specified 
number of copies , and the link copy inode is automatically 
executed when the calculated total numb^ of copies exceeds a 
prespecified number. 



121. The image formation apparatus accordingXto the claim 120, 
further comprises a display unit on which a message indicating 
25 execution of the link copy mode is displayed when the link copy 
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mode is automatically executed. 

122. The image formation apparatus according to the claim 120, 
wherein the link c^py mode is canceled when the link copy mode 
is automatically executed and the printing job is finished. 



123 . An image formation system having a link copy mode in which. 



of a plurality of image formation apparatuses connected to each 
E3 other for enabling data \;ommunications , an image formation 



iNnastc 



10 apparatus functioning as a master machine reads an image of a 
document to be copied, the rea^d image is transferred to at least 



one other image formation apparatus functioning as a slave 



machine, and printing of the read image is shared by said master 

ry 
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machine and said slave machine 
15 wherein said master machilne V^alculates a total number of 

copies to be printed based on the number of sheets of the document 
and the specified number of copies , \nd automatically executes 
the link copy mode when the calculated total number of copies 
exceeds a prespecified number. 



124. The image formation system according to the claim 123, 
wherein said master machine has a display unit on which a message 
indicating execution of the link copy mode is displayed when 
the link copy mode is automatically execuned. 
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125. The invite formation system according to the claim 123, 
wherein said master machine cancels the link copy mode when the 

\ 

link copy mode i^ automatically executed and the printing job 
is finished. 



126. The image formation system according to the claim 123, 
wherein said master maphine is connected to the salve device 
peer to peer. 

127- An image formation ^paratus connected to at least one 
other image formation apparatus such that data communications 
can be executed between theX/fcwo image formation apparatus 
apparatuses, said image form^ioli apparatus comprising: 

a reading unit which :^fead^v an image of a document;, 
a printing unit which prints the read image of a document; 

and 

a controller which executes a li^k copy mode in which the 
read image is transferred to said ^ther image formation 
apparatus for sharing the printing of the read image with the 
local image formation apparatus and said oN^her image formation 
apparatus , 

wherein a total number of images t^ be prepared is 
calculated based on the number of sheets of the document, the 
specified number of copies, and the specif led amage formation 
mode, and the link copy mode is automatically executed when the 
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calculated \total number of copies exceeds a prespecif led 
number . 



\ 



128. The image formation apparatus according to the claim 127, 
further comprises a display unit on which a message indicating 
execution of the linit copy mode is displayed when the link copy 
mode is automatically executed. ' 



129. The image formation apparatus according to the claim 127, 
wherein the link copy mode is canceled when the link copy mode 
is automatically executed\an< printing job is finished. 



130. The image formation appkrat^us according to the claim 127, 
wherein said image f ormatijon^apparatus is connected to said 
other image formation apparatus peer to peer. 



131 . An image formation system having a link copy mode in which , 
of a plurality of image formation apparatuses connected to each 
other for enabling data communications, an image formation 
apparatus functioning as a master machine reads an image of a 
document to be copied, the read image is transferred to at least 
one other image formation apparatus . functioning as a slave 
machine, and printing of the read image j\s shared by said master 
machine and said slave machine, 

wherein said master machine calcula\tes a total number of 
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images to be prepared based on the number of sheets of the 
document, th^ specified number of copies, and the specified 
image formation mode, and automatically executes the link copy 



\ 



mode when the calculated total number of copies exceeds a 



5 prespecified num 




132. The image formation system according to the claim 131, 
wherein said master msrchine has a display unit on which a message 
indicating execution \f the link copy mode is displayed when 

abi 



10 the link copy mode is automatically executed. 
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133. The image formation system according to the claim 131, 
wherein said master machine cancels the link copy mode when the 



link copy mode is automatically executed and the printing Job 
is finished. 

134. The image formation sy^emXaccording to the claim 131, 
wherein said master machine is connected to the salve device 
peer to peer. 

135. An image formation apparatus connected to at least one 
other image formation apparatus such th\t data communications 
can be executed between the two image \f ormation apparatus 
apparatuses, said image formation apparatiis comprising: 

a reading unit which reads an image ^pf a document; 
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a prihting unit which prints the read image of a document; 

a controller which executes a link copy mode in which the 
read image is^ transferred to said other image formation 
apparatus for sharing the printing of the read image with the 
local image f oxiiiation apparatus and said other image formation 
apparatus , 

a link copy mo^e shift request reporting unit which sends 
a request for shifting to the link copy mode to said other image 
formation apparatus w^en the link copy mode is selected; and 

a link copy mode \setting unit which sets the link copy 
mode based on the result of determination as to whether shifting 



is \c 



to the link copy mode is possible or not received in response 
to the request for shift no the link copy mode. 



136. The image formation apparatus according to the claim 135, 
wherein said image f ormatjLon \apparatus is connected to said 
other image formation apparatus peer to peer. 



137. An image formation apparatus connected to at least one 
other image formation apparatus s\::h that data communications 
can be executed between the two \mage formation apparatus 
apparatuses and prints an image ofVa document read by and 
transferred from said other image formation apparatus, said 
image formation apparatus comprising A 

a reading unit which reads a an \ image of a document; 



\ 



a printing unit which prints an image; and 

\ 

a . link \copy mode shift determination unit which 

determines in response to a request for shift to the link copy 

\ 

mode transmitted forom said other image formation apparatus 
whether shift to theXlink copy mode is possible, and sends the 
result of determination to said other image formation 
apparatus . 



138 . The image formation apparatus according to the claim 137 , 
wherein said image formatxbn apparatus is connected to said 
other image formation appark, peer to peer. 



139 . An image formation system having a link copy mode in which , 
of a plurality of image f orma/tionVapparatuses connected to each 
other for enabling data communications, an image formation 
apparatus functioning as a master machine reads an image of a 
document to be copied, the read imageyis transferred to at least 
one other image formation apparatus^ functioning as a slave 
machine, and printing of the read image\is shared by said master 
machine and said slave machine, 

wherein said slave machine has a\link copy mode shift 
determination unit which determines in response to a request 

for shift to the link copy mode transmitted from said master 

\ 

machine whether shift to the link copy mode impossible and sends 
the result of determination to said master! machine, and 



said master machine has a link copy mode shift request 
reporting unit w^ich sends a request for shift to the link copy 
mode to said slaves machine when the link copy mode is selected, 
and a link copy modevsetting unit which sets the link copy mode 
according to the result of determination transmitted from said 
other image formation appai^atus . 




140. The image formation system according to the claim 139, 
wherein said mastjsr mac^'ine is connected to the salve device 
peer to peer. 



